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The Bible gives us two kinds of people as examples:  

� Those whose lives we should mostly follow as good examples, 

although Scripture never glosses over their flaws.  

� Those whose lives are an example of how not to live. Rather 

we are to learn from their mistakes.  

 

Samson is in the latter category. His life serves as a negative example, 

how not to live. Perhaps the overarching lesson we should learn from 

Samson is “don’t waste your life.” Don’t squander the grace, gifts, and 

blessings God has entrusted to you for His purposes by merely living 

for yourself. Of all the Judges, Samson seemed to have the most 

potential in the beginning. Yet as we will see again today, Samson 

only lived for himself, and failed to honor God’s greater purpose for 

his life. 

 

What have we seen so far in Samson’s life?  

1. Samson was raised up by the Lord. In Chapter 13, he was set 

apart by God Himself under a Nazarite vow to deliver Israel 

from Philistine oppression. At multiple points throughout his 

life we are told that the Spirit of the Lord came up on him 

mightily to accomplish remarkable physical feats, like killing a 

lion with his bare hands.  

2. Was raised in a religious home, but a nominal one. His parents 

seemed to have a secularized faith, meaning they were more 

influenced by the prevailing culture than by convictions rooted 

in the Scriptures. As a result Samson’s life is a product of his 

culture (which has fallen prey to pagan idolatry) and therefore 

a picture of how far God’s people have fallen away from Him.  

3. While God does use Samson as His instrument at times, 

Samson’s only motivation is to do what’s right in his own eyes, 

to only live so as to please himself. He has no regard for the 

Lord or for His Nazarite vow. He has to respect for people, 

even those he claims to love.  

4. Samson’s life has been a series of dramatic events mostly 

driven by his desire to take revenge on those who stand in the 

way of getting what he wants.  

 

From these observations in Samson’s life, we have uncovered two 

major takeaways over the last couple weeks:  

1. Don’t allow your spiritual life to be conformed to the spirit of 

the age by simply allowing your view of Christianity to be 

shaped by the Christian sub-culture around you (which is also 

being influenced by the world) rather than basing your 

convictions on what the Bible itself teaches. No more borrowed 

convictions. Study the Scritpure and be convinced yourself � youth (you 

cannot live on the shirt tales of you parent’s faith) 

2. Doing what is right in our own eyes will lead to painful 

consequences (and even greater sin), yet even our sin cannot 

ultimately thwart God’s plans. We cannot manipulate or 

handicap God with our sin, but we will face the consequences 

of living in rebellion against Him. Beyond all of Samson’s flaws, 

we must see the surpassing faithfulness and mercy of God 

who works even through Samson’s flaws to rescue His people 

who don’t deserve it  and don’t even want it.  

  

Today we will discover yet a 3
rd

 major takeaway in the final chapter of 

Samson’s life.  Don’t waste your life by squandering the grace and 

gifts God has given you for His greater purposes by merely living for 

yourself.  

 



The downward spiral of Samson’s adult life began in chapter 14 with 

marrying a Philistine woman. He married into the very people he was 

to be defeating. Worse yet, God has forbidden intermarriage with 

pagan nations, including the philistines, because it would turn His 

people away from singular devotion to Yahweh. For an Israelite judge 

to marry a philistine woman was absolutely scandalous and turned 

out to be disastrous for everyone involved. Yet as we come to chapter 

16, Samson regresses even deeper into sin as he seeks out a Philistine 

prostitute in Gaza. [16:1-4] 

 

The first thing we must note in this passage is how brazen Samson’s 

disregard for God’s law has become. He cares nothing about fearing 

the Lord but only about satisfying his own impulsive desires. Samson’s 

adultery is not only physical but also spiritual and it’s a picture of Israel’s harlotry in 

going after foreign gods. 

 

The Philistines see this as a perfect opportunity to launch a surprise 

attack and kill Samson first thing in the morning but Samson 

unexpectedly leaves in the middle of the night. However, he doesn’t 

exactly sneak out of town. He grabs ahold of the doors and bars of 

the city gate, pulls the posts right out of the ground, and carries them 

on his shoulders to a mountain top near Hebron. This is an amazing 

feat. Not only are these gates extremely large and heavy, he carried 

them approximately 40 miles uphill! And how could he manage to do 

this without waking up the city guards.  

 

Surely God’s providence is quietly working behind the scenes and yet 

I want you to notice that there is no mention of God in this passage at 

all. He’s left out of the story, not because He is absent, but because 

Samson is living as though God is not there. He’s just doing his own 

thing, with no recognition of God’s role in his life. It’s a reflection of 

how godless Samson is. While God worked through Samson’s life, 

Samson’s only motivation in everything he did was self-serving.  

I’m not sure why Samson would do this other than to snub his nose at 

the Philistines by “hacking into their security.”  

 

Keep in mind that it is very possible to use the gifts and abilities that 

God has given us for ungodly or selfish reasons. The NT makes a clear 

distinction between the gifts of the Spirit and the fruit of the Spirit. 

Spiritual gifts can actually be misused. That’s why Paul had to instruct 

the Corinthians on the proper use of their gifts. There’s a warning 

here for us to carefully guard our hearts and check our motivations. 

Are we using the gifts that God has given us for personal 

advancement or to boost our personal image rather than using them 

to advance God’s purposes for His glory.  

 

There is a theme developing here that is both ironic and revealing 

about Samson’s heart. While he may be powerful enough to defeat a 

thousand Philistines alone or uproot the city gates and carry them 40 

miles uphill, the one thing he is not strong enough for is to withstand 

the enticement of a woman. As we are about to see, woman number 

3 will be his downfall. [16:5-22] 

 

This is a great example of all brawn and no brain. No, its worse than 

that. Samson is deceived. The problem with his thinking stems from a 

problem with his heart. He has begun to believe that he is invincible. 

Let me ask you an obvious question. Why wasn’t Samson out of there 

after the first time Delilah tricked him? Not only does he fall for her 

manipulation 4 times, this is a replay of what happened with his 

Philistine wife in chapter 14. He should be wise to this by now. But 

Samson doesn’t learn—even the hard way. The main problem in 

Samson’s life is not his weakness for Philistine women, but his 

calloused heart toward God’s grace which was the source of his 



strength. Listen, when we repeatedly presume upon God’s grace, we 

will deceive ourselves into rejecting the fear of God in our lives.  

 

It’s interesting that all three of Samson’s inappropriate relationships 

with women become a snare to him. They become an opportunity in 

the hand of the enemy. His Philistine wife was blackmailed into 

manipulating him to give up the secret of his riddle and lose his 

wager. His night with the prostitute became an opportunity for the 

enemy to lay a siege for him which he escaped only by God’s 

providence. Finally, his girlfriend, Delilah, manipulated him into 

putting the secret of his strength right into the hand of the enemy.  

 

There’s another life principle here: Whatever we love in opposition 

to God (or in competition with God) will become a snare for us. 

Whatever give our hearts to apart from God will trip us up.  

 

By the way, I can’t pass up this opportunity to exhort our young 

people to carefully examine your relationships with a biblical 

definition of love. Is this love between Samson and Delilah? After all, 

they call it love in vs. 15. Obviously this is not true love. But what is it 

then? Well on Samson’s part, it appears to begin with lust and is 

turned into infatuation which then makes way for manipulation in the 

relationship. Samson and Delilah are the classic case of a couple that 

is using each other. Samson is using her to fulfill his physical desires 

(without true commitment or intimacy) and she is using Samson as an 

opportunity to get rich. In verse 5, each of the Philistine lords offered 

her 1100 pieces of silver which would make her extremely rich. This is 

not love. Love is not self-seeking, but self-giving for the good of the 

other person in a way that honors God.  

 

They may say, “I love you” but what they really mean is “you are 

useful to me.” Be especially careful if you find yourself in a 

relationship in which one person is needy or always needing to be 

rescued by the other.  The needy person may be motivated not so 

much by love for the other but by a longing to have someone meet 

their emotional needs. On the other hand, the “rescuer” in the 

relationship may be motivated by a desire to be needed or to find 

importance or worth in the relationship.  

 

Let me just strongly encourage you to not get involved in a romantic 

relationship until you have discovered your security in an intimate 

relationship with the Lord. Let Him meet your deepest needs so that 

you are free to love another person with true Christ-like love.  

 

Furthermore, it needs to be said for the record that Samson is not a 

role model for biblical masculinity! He is self-absorbed, egotistical, 

narcissistic, rebellious, and irreverent toward God not to mention 

that he defies authority and uses women. He is the polar opposite of 

biblical manhood which is exemplified by Christ who was selfless, 

honorable, pure—a servant-leader—who always put obedience to the 

Father first. Young ladies, look for a man who reflects the heart of 

Christ. 

 

Perhaps the saddest comment on Samson’s life is found at the end of 

verse 20: “He did not know that the Lord had departed from him.” 

Samson had just consciously and willfully leaked the secret of His 

Nazarite vow yet he goes out expecting to have the same strength. 

Samson has become so self-confident and narcissistic that I wonder if 

he has begun to believe that his strength is his own. He shows utter 

disregard for the Lord. It’s sad but not surprising. He has spent 20 

years not only defiling his vow but disregarding the presence of the 

Lord to point that when the Lord departs from him he doesn’t even 

notice until his strength fails.  

 



After the Philistines captured Samson, vs. 21 says that they gouged 

out his eyes. How ironic for a man who only lived according to what 

was right in his own eyes to lose his eyes. Then they made him work 

in the prison every day grinding grain. From the Philistines 

perspective this was a fitting punishment since he had burned their 

wheat harvest back in chapter 15. But there’s more to this. The 

philistines worshiped the god, Dagon, the grain god. So in essence, 

they put Samson to work serving Dagon by grinding the grain.  

 

Samson has fallen prey to the Philistines, but God will not relinquish 

his praise to Dagon. [16:23-31] 

 

God answers Samson’s prayer to vindicate His own name. It was not 

the Philistines or Dagon who brought Samson down. It was the Lord 

who took his strength. When Dagon’s temple fell crushing everyone 

inside, it was to Dagon’s demise before Yahweh. But notice that 

Samson’s prayer is still all about Samson, motivated by his desire for 

personal revenge, not for the sake of God’s name or the 

emancipation of Israel.  

 

Some suggest that Samson died a hero because vs. 30 says that he 

killed more in his death than he did with in his life. But I don’t think 

Samson’s heart has changed based on his motive for revenge. In fact, 

I believe that verse 30 expresses just how much of his life was 

wasted—that his whole life accomplished less than the final blow of 

his death. Samson was born as a child of divine promise. He had the 

mighty Spirit of the Lord availed to Him. He had a divine calling on His 

life, a Nazarite vow from the Lord Himself. Yet He squandered all that 

God had given Him. He wasted his life and his divine gifts with utter 

disregard for the Lord by simply doing the one thing that comes 

easiest to every human being—living for self.  

 

My friend, if you are a follower of Jesus, do you realize that God has 

given us even more advantage than Samson. We too have been called 

by God. We have been set apart by the Spirit. We too can avail 

ourselves of the Spirit’s power because He lives in us! Ephesians 1 

reveals how we have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in 

Christ. We have been given specific gifts by the Holy Spirit. We have a 

divine calling to announce God’s deliverance to this world—

deliverance from the power sin through Jesus.  

 

What are we spending our lives on? Are we embracing the magnitude 

of God’s purpose for our lives and the power with which He gave us 

to do it? Or are we squandering His wealth on personal interests that 

have little or nothing to do with His kingdom? 

 

There are some interesting parallels between Jesus and Samson at an 

external, circumstantial level. For example, their births were both 

announced by angels to unsuspecting mothers. Both were betrayed 

and handed over to their oppressors. Both were chained, tortured, 

and mocked. Both struck down their enemies with their death. Yet at 

the deeper internal, substantive level Jesus and Samson are complete 

opposites.  

 

I believe that the similarities in their experiences are meant to draw 

our attention to the deep contrast of their lives and character.  

� Samson was driven by lustful desire. Jesus was driven by holy 

desire.  

� Samson lived to please himself. Jesus lived to please the 

Father.  

� Samson was motivated by personal revenge—giving others 

what he thought they deserved. Jesus was motivated by love 

toward sinners—giving them mercy they didn’t deserve.  



� Samson began to deliver Israel momentarily. Jesus purchased 

complete deliverance for all eternity.  

 

Christ came to change us that this substantive level. To change us 

from having hearts after Samson to having hearts after Jesus. We 

have a Savior, a Deliverer, who can rescue us from ourselves, our sin, 

our pride, our condemnation. Jesus died on the cross so that all of our 

selfish, Samson-like tendencies and sins that alienate us from God, 

could be ruined—crushed to death—that He might give us His own 

heart, at one with the Father.  

 

In the end, there is only one way to rescued from a Samson-like heart. 

And that for God to give you a new heart; to take away your heart of 

stone imprisoned by sin, and give you a new tender heart filled with 

the Spirit. And this is what Jesus does for those who repent and trust 

in Him.  

 

Communion:  

� 2 Cor 5:17 – celebration of a radical transformation  

� 2 Cor 5:15 – celebration of a radical reorientation of our lives.  

 

 


